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   Making it Personal…. 

Tas Cru put down his guitar to share his story. 

“His songs are Blues poetry crafted with raw verbal flair and his 

ability to cast a memorable hook is magical” (Downbeat 

magazine). “Live, these songs are performed with power and 

passion. The vivacity and sheer joy when Cru plays is 

intoxicating.” (Living Blues Magazine). 

This Blues fan would have to concur with those and many 

others with similar proclamations. Having watched Tas Cru over 

the years and calling him a dear friend, it has been a magical ride. He has settled into his 

craft and it has shaped his destiny. He and the music become one during the show. On 

stage, Tas Cru is a force to reckon with. Off stage, he is down to earth, approachable, a 

good-hearted guy.  

Our first meeting was many shows ago when Tas Cru competed in the Blues Society of 

Western PA’s Blues Challenge. The weather that day was a challenge for everyone. 

Travelling in from upstate New York, Tas Cru forged on, defying flooded roads, washed 

out roads, closed highways. He kept us in the loop every hour of that long day. That is 

the Tas Cru that I know…commit to something, make it happen no matter what the odds 

are. In the years since, I have seen his shows develop and evolve. I am proud each time I 

see him on stage. I know how hard he has worked over the years, logging miles, gaining 

friends, earning recognition. 

The ‘cherry on the top’ was seeing Tas Cru being nominated for two Blues Music Awards 

(Blues Grammys). Yes, I could not have clapped or cheered louder. 

His biggest achievement should be his work with young people. His mission…to 

promote and preserve the Blues, creating a foundation for the young people to embrace 

the blues and help it to continue. 

Yes, this was personal. I wanted to share Tas Cru and his story with you, the Blues fan. 

Jonnye: What used to be your day job? 

Tas:  I have done many things off and on in between playing music for a living.  Most of 

my day jobs were in teaching.  I have been a Phys Ed teacher at a Catholic School, a High 

School English teacher and a College Prof. 

Jonnye: What brought you to the music?  

Tas: I credit this to my sisters’ influence.  I was the little brother who they had to 

babysit.  Given they were several years older, they were caught up in the British Invasion 

music of the early 60’s and exposed that all to me.  I also had an Uncle Bert who I 

remember play these huge (78s) crazy records that he brought him with him after he 

was in the Korean War (Blues records)! 

Jonnye: What was YOUR ‘ah ha’ moment when you knew that the music life was the 

life for you?            2. 
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Tas: Maybe it was more of an “Uh OH” moment.  Very early on I knew it was what I 

wanted to do and realized in my 20’s how hard it would be to balance family 

responsibilities and making music.  I envy some of the young folks today who, so far in 

their lives, have not been so conflicted.  They have some choices to make, at some point. 

Jonnye: What is your inspiration…what brings the joy and passion to your music?  

Tas: The biggest thrill is when audiences sing along with my songs – it makes me want 

to keep on performing.  But what is inspirational is when folks tell me about a song that 

has touched them in some good way – made them feel happy or allowed them to feel 

something meaningful or thinking things through.   Above all else, I am a songwriter. 

Jonnye: What comes first…the music or the song. How do you develop a song? 

Tas: – Oh my, this varies – sometimes it is one starting point then the other.  Here are 

two examples from my latest album – “One eyed Jack” came from the music – that 

signature guitar lick in the song.  Lyrics followed that lined up with the lick and a theme 

(Life as a game of poker) followed.  The title track, “Memphis Song” began with the 

concept and lyrics about the city as being such a cradle of inspiration for Blues 

musicians past and present. 

Jonnye: What makes a ‘gig’ fun for you?  

Tas: I have my 2 out of 3 ‘rule’.  If at least 2 of these 3 things happen, it's a good gig:  

1. Band is cooking; 2. audience is off the charts; 3. good $$$.   Obviously 3 out of 3 is a 

GREAT gig. 

Jonnye: It has been said that you have breathed life into Memphis. What has Memphis 

done for you?  

Tas: Everything!  So much of what has mattered to me as a Blues musician has 

happened in Memphis.  This year I will hold my 11th Annual Jam at the IBC to raise 

money for the Blues Foundation’s Generation Blues – 11 years is a pretty damn good 

run.  Playing at the Blues Music Awards last year was a serious thrill that included being 

able to back the Burg’s own, Miss Freddye, who was nominated for a Blues Music Award 

in the same category as me! Neither of us took home the statue, but we won! (Tas Cru, I 

thought that you both had won BIG…just being nominated and to play music at that 

global, prestigious event! Wow!) 

Jonnye: Having been nominated for two awards at the 2018 Blues Music Awards (the 

Blues Grammys) for Best CD and Best emerging artist, how has that shaped your future? 

What are your personal goals now? 

Tas:  Ah, my performing bucket list!  The Blues cruises of course, International 

festivals, being able to pay my musicians what they deserve!  I would like to see my 

latest album earn a BMA nomination. 

Jonnye: You have received the Blues Educator of the Year Award in years past from the 

Blues Foundation. You school children young and old, far and wide. What is your 

mission? What is your direction? How do you adapt to the audience at hand?   

Tas: Blues music is a great American treasure.   We can’t let interest or enthusiasm for 

it to fade away.  We need to keep the new generations interested to the point that those 

who pursue music will want to play the Blues!   Adapting to audiences is really not hard 
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if you go into a performance/program knowing that you WILL have to adapt.   I just try 

to be ready to be flexible. 

Jonnye: Which is easier…playing to a room filled with adults or young people who are 

yet to develop a musical groove?  

Tas: While they are different in terms of their expectations, they are in more ways the 

same as long as you try to reach them early on in the performance/program.  You need 

to get as much input beforehand as to what your audience might be expecting. 

Jonnye: What words have you for your fans in the ‘Burgh?  

Tas: I love the ‘Burgh (except driving in it).  I first played there 10 years ago and every 

time I come back I feel right at home – welcomed and appreciated.   The Blues Society 

folks have done so much to support me and help me build a broader audience there. 

There are a handful of communities around the country that I can say I have a Blues 

family there.  Pittsburgh is at the top of that list! 

Jonnye: Any surprises for the BSWPA’s New Year’s Eve Blues Bash?  

Tas:  I am bringing a big band – my set list will be all about making you dance– I might 

even do a Blues rendition of Auld Lang Syne. (Bring it on, Tas Cru!) 

 

                                                                                                                                                              4. 

 New Year’s Eve 

    Blues Bash 

            ***** 

2 Bands, Dinner 

Buffet, Late Buffet, 

5 hours open bar…. 

Do not miss out on 

the fun! This event is 

always a sell out!!!! 

Buy your party tickets 

early. 

Book your room early. 

 Additional rooms will 

be available at the 

Hampton Inn next 

door. 

 
       More info: 

      724.888.6183 
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The Blues Society of Western PA and ‘For Those About to Rock Academy’  

                 Collaborate to Support Local Students  
 

   The Blues Society of Western PA is collaborating with David Granati 

and the For Those About To Rock Academy (FTATRA), located in 

Ambridge PA, to support school-aged students in an educational 

experience to further enhance their knowledge of music and ability, to 

learn all genres of music, to learn stage presence, to be creative, and to 

receive a well-rounded education of all aspects of the music industry. 

FTATRA not only instills musical education, but character building, 

positive attitude, socialization, and a safe and supportive environment. 

While accomplishing the education expectations, the students are given 

the opportunity to perform live at local community events during the 8-week sessions, 

which occur throughout the school year and during summer break. David has agreed to 

share his Blues influences with the students supported by BSWPA by teaching where 

American music came from, its cultural collaboration and synergy. FTATRA sounds like 

it is about Rock and Roll, but it encompasses all styles of music.  The Blues Society 

supports blues projects; however, Rock and Roll is a genre of popular music that 

originated and evolved from African American musical styles such as gospel, jump 

blues, jazz, boogie-woogie, rhythm and blues, and country.  David and his co-instructors 

teach the I-IV-V pattern of music, which is the basis of Blues, Rock, Country and Folk.  

Founders, David Granati and his brother Joey, have taught thousands of lessons in their 

long musical careers and many of their students have gone on to colleges like Berklee 

College of Music and have found careers in the music world with Sony and CBS Records. 

The brothers have toured with national bands and have recorded their own music, as 

well as the music of a virtual who’s who of artists from around the world. Alongside the 

brothers, is instructor, musician, songwriter, and recording artist Kathy Stewart, a 

graduate of Duquesne University. FTATRA has been successful in its mission since 2006 

purely by word of mouth, satisfied students (and parents) and community support.  

David, his brothers, and Ms Stewart have a long history in the Western PA music scene 

and have volunteered their talent for hundreds of charity events, including multi-genre 

events. David has worked in conjunction with many venue owners and communities in 

an effort to keep all music alive in the Southwest PA region. FTATRA students have 

recorded music and are featured on IHeartRadio and Comcast Music Choice, and 

iREAD2KNOW. 

In BSWPA’s collaboration with FTATRA, the Board agreed to donate tuition for three 

school-aged students (ages 8-18), that would not otherwise be able to attend the 

Academy, one in the Fall session, one in the Winter session, and one in the Spring 

session at the Ambridge studio. The Board will choose a student from the Beaver County 

School Districts, with the assistance of the Districts’ music teachers and/or directors.  

The students will have to have passing grades to participate.  The students will not have 

to have their own instruments, as Artist in Residence founder, Dave Buffalini, will 

provide donated instruments and is committed to supporting the Blues Society in this 

endeavor.  Once it is established who the students are, the Board will present the 
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students to FTATRA and track the students’ progress. At the end of the session, the 

students will be responsible for submitting an essay about their experience at FTATRA 

to the BSWPA Board. The Board members will visit FTATRA and attend events 

featuring the students.  

The plan is to continue this endeavor for as long as possible with the support of the 

Blues Society Members, Artist in Residence Program, local school districts, and the 

community.  The Blues Society will apply for grants to assist with funding tuition, 

however, everyone’s support would be greatly appreciated to sustain this project. The 

BSWPA asks its members to support this collaboration by attending FTATRA events 

that feature our students.  

For more information about For Those About to Rock Academy, or upcoming sessions 

and to sign up, visit www.forthoseabouttorockacademy.com.     ~Laura DiMuzio 

____________________________________________________________ 

Fish in Dirty H2O 

Barbara Blue 
Ronnie Earl noted, “BB’s Somewhere between an earthquake and a 

hurricane”.  That is Pittsburgh’s Barbara Blue. That acclamation is 

not an understatement! The current ‘Reining Queen of Beale 

Street’, Barbara Blue, has released her 11th CD. ‘Fish in Dirty H2O’ 

It is amazing! As with all of her CDs, “it grabs you”! 

Anyone that has heard BB knows that she 

sings from her heart. She loves the music! She feels the music! 

That is a winning trifecta each and every time. Barbara Blue 

skillfully weaves Blues, Soul, R&B, Hip Hop and American on 

“Fish in Dirty H2O”. Each track is distinctive. The layers and 

textures of the many cuts on the CD prove to be something the 

listener can really ‘chew’ on. My favorites on the CD include: 

“My Heart Belongs to the Blues”; “Meet Me in Memphis” (a tribute 

to the City of Memphis that has opened its heart to her and her music): and “Walk 

Away” (It cuts to the heart of the matter). The rest of the tracks tell stories that are ‘her 

stories’ to tell. World renown producer, Jim Gaines, and a plethora of Memphis players 

brought this offering to life. Barbara Blue with her unmatched talent brings the best out 

in all those working on this CD. It is a great listen. Get yourself a copy today. Hands 

down…you will play it over and over and over. ~Jonnye Weber 

           

http://www.forthoseabouttorockacademy.com/
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THE PITTSBURGH BLUES AND ROOTS FESTIVAL …. 
SOMETIMES IT FEELS SO GOOD TO HAVE THE BLUES  

 

For two days local, national and international Blues artists took 
over the Syria Shrine Center in Cheswick for a weekend that 
almost 4,000 Blues fans won’t soon forget.  

Ron “Moondog” Esser and John Vento (The Nied’s Hotel Band) 

put together a line-up that transported fans to Blues heaven. 

Local bands included IBC Winner, The Jeff Fetterman Band, 

and Spectrum, a talented group of young musicians on the 

autism spectrum. National/International headliners featured John Nemeth, Tas Cru, 

Walter Trout and Bernard Allison. When Bernard took the stage 

on Sunday night, there wasn’t an empty seat in the house.  

 

But perhaps the highlight of the entire Festival was the “Tribute to 

the Legendary Women of the Blues,” put together by guitarist 

Cheryl Rinovato and featuring Jill west, Stevee Wellons, Miss 

Freddye, Nicole Belli, Lindsey Smith and Jeanie Shook. They brought down the house. 

(Or more appropriately, the Pavilion.)  

And maybe the best news of all: The Blues and Roots Festival raised a lot of money for 

the Autism Society of Pittsburgh and Band Together Pittsburgh. See you next year.  

~The Pittsburgh Blues and Roots team 
______________________________________________________________________ 

The Blues is Alive and Well 
Buddy Guy 

With very few exceptions, I prefer an artist's live music over 
recorded.  The sound, the feeling, pretty much everything about live 
music is better.  One notable exception to this rule, for me, is Buddy 
Guy.  I have seen many Buddy Guy shows over the past several 
years, and it seems that Buddy has been alternatively, profane, 
arrogant, angry. combative, or just not into it.  I much prefer 

Buddy's recorded music, which rarely disappoints. 

Guy's latest recorded offering, The Blues is Alive and Well, sounds great and provides 
ample evidence that Guy is still going strong, and is also "alive and well".  Noteworthy 
with respect to this and other recent Guy albums is Buddy's collaboration with Grammy 
winning writer/producer Tom Hambridge.  Guy calls this Buffalo native the "white 
Willie Dixon".  Hambridge has also worked with Susan Tedeschi, George Thorogood, 
Kenny Neal, Johnny Winter, Delbert McClinton, and many others.  He produced this 
album, wrote or co-wrote 13 of the 15 songs, and even plays drums on nearly every 
track.  This CD is a tribute to the greatness of not only Buddy Guy, but also to that of 
Tom Hambridge.                                                                                                                           8.                                                                                                                 
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The 1st track, a slower number, is "A Few Good Years" and contains Buddy's plea that 
this "is all I need right now".  His voice is strong and emotive here, as it remains 
throughout.  Next up is "Guilty as Charged", which is a shuffle and contains some classic 
Buddy Guy riffs on his BG Blonde Stratocaster.                                                                 

 "Cognac", one of my favorite tracks, follows and features Jeff Beck and Keith 
Richards.  It is classic slow blues. Like Buddy, it croons about cognac…it is "smooth and 
it goes down really nice".  Beck's solos stand out. 

The 4th song, the title track, is rich and full bodied with a big sound augmented by The 
Muscle (yes, muscle) Shoals Horns and both Wurlitzer and B3 keyboards. "As long as 
I'm still breathin', and my heart is still beatin', I got a story to tell", sings Guy, and "as 
long as I'm around, the Blues is alive and well".  Hear, hear. 

Track 5, "Bad Day", is a slow shuffle.  For me, this was the least interesting piece on the 
album.  Nicely done in all respects, just not my cup of tea, I guess.  "Blues No More" is 
another slow Blues, slower than molasses actually, and features some very nice vocals 
and guitar from young and fast rising British artist James Bay.  "Whiskey for Sale" is a 
raucous stomp and my favorite track.  We hear some sweet Guy guitar work with some 
wha wha pedal and some tasty slide work from Rob McNelly.  Add some awesome 
background vocals, and we have a winner. 

The 8th track is "You Did the Crime", a slow, piano fueled song.  It finds Guy playing a 
Martin BG Acoustic and a Guild Starfire 4 S.  While it's a very fine song, at the 6-minute 
mark I was getting a little bit bored.  And oh yea, Mick Jagger sits in on 
harmonica.  Next is "Old Fashioned", and it's in the style of the Guy classic "Damn Right 
I've Got the Blues".  Big sound with another appearance by The Muscle Shoals 
Horns.  "When My Day Comes” is another slow one with Buddy doing his guitar thing 
on an Eric Johnson Signature Stratocaster.  Track 11, "Nine Below Zero", is a Sonny Boy 
Williamson cover.  An old school slow Blues, it finds Buddy pumping out some Hubert 
Sumlin style riffs.   

The 12th number is "Ooh Daddy", an up-tempo boogie.  Following are "Somebody Up 
There", with a "mannish boy" style rhythm, and "End of the Line", featuring again the 
big sound of the Muscle Shoals boys.  Here Buddy says, "even though I've got one foot in 
the grave, I won't be cryin' and I won't behave".  The final track is "Milking Mother For 
Ya" and is a short ditty with only Buddy and his Gibson ES 35 singing "She's a milking 
mother for ya".  Uh, use your imagination here...or don't. 

This album contains 15 songs, many of them lengthy, which makes for a LOT of 
music.  Although a Blues snob like me does perceive some diminution in Guy's guitar 
work (he is 81, after all), his vocals are strong as is the production and mixing, All in all, 
another triumph for Mr. Buddy Guy.  Enjoy. ~Terry O’Brien                                         9. 
 

                 

Blues Christmas Party with Albert Castiglia 

Saturday, December 8, 2018 

Moondog’s, Blawnox, PA 

More details soon! 
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Out of the Blues 
Boz Scaggs 
 
I first heard Boz Scaggs when I was a snot nosed pimply faced 
teenager in the late 70s.  Back then, I fancied myself a rocker and 
was into bands such as Aerosmith, Zeppelin, and The Who.  Scaggs 
had some megahits back then with "Lowdown" and "Lido Shuffle" 
from the Silk Degrees" album.  To me, this stuff was pop/soul/disco 
and, at that time, not my "thang".  I am now a much better educated 

human and over the years have come to realize that ‘I and Boz Scaggs’ are at heart 
bluesmen. 

Before his late 70's commercial success, Scaggs was a childhood friend of Steve Miller, 
with whom he collaborated including appearances on Millers first two albums in the late 
60's.  Since the late 70's, Scaggs has existed pretty much under the radar and even 
took a nearly decade long hiatus in the 80's and 90's.  

In 2013, Scaggs emerged to embark on a Three album trilogy focusing on American 
roots music.  The first two in the series were "Memphis" (2013), and "A Fool to Care" 
(2015).  I haven't heard either one, but they have been described as mostly southern 
soul covers.  With all of this in mind, I took an ear to Scagg's latest offering, and third in 
the trilogy, "Out of the Blues".  Overall, I found this album to be much more pleasing 
than Scagg's commercially oriented music of the late 70's. 

A major contributor to this album is Jack "Applejack" Walroth, who wrote or co-wrote 4 
of the tracks and plays some very smooth harmonica on several others.  "Rock and 
Stick", by Walroth, starts things off with a mid-tempo tune featuring Scagg's silky 
smooth (with falsetto) vocals and Walroth's harmonica.  Next up are the sultry slow and 
soulful "I've Just Got to Forget You" and the Jimmy McCracklin cover "I've Just Got to 
Know".  The latter is a sweet, slow groove and both tracks exhibit some fine horn 
arrangements.  The fourth track, and easily my favorite, is "Radiator 110", also written 
by Walroth.  With a pleasant and pulsating rhythm, some effective syncopation, and 
Applejack's haunting harmonica, I found myself wanting more as the tune fades out 
after four minutes. 

"Little Miss Night and Day" provides some rock n' roll before Scagg's cover of Neil 
Young's "On the Beach" brings things way down low.  This song is typically edgy for 
Neil Young and, surprisingly, very bluesy.  "Down in Virginia" is a Jimmy Reed cover 
and, in classic Reed style, an enjoyable blues shuffle.  Then comes "Those Lies", 
another Walroth composition, which I would call an upbeat groove, and my second 
favorite track.  The final song, "The Feeling is Gone", is an ultra-slow number featuring 
keyboards (Jim Cox) and tenor sax (Eric Crystal). Top notch.  

My overall impression is that this is an excellent, well produced album.  I would 
recommend it highly if you are in the mood for some easy, mellow, soulful blues, but 
leave it in the sleeve if you want the rockin', jumpin', or up-tempo funky stuff or guitar-
based jamming.  Enjoy, and have a good everything. ~Terry O’Brien 
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            11. 
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Blues Society of Western PA 
79 Linmar Homes 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Blues in the Square 
   Saturday, October 21 

                  Market Square 

                 Pittsburgh, PA 

                 5 pm – 10 pm 

                  FREE event 

                   Featuring: 

 

         2018 BSWPA Solo Act 

                 Chris Yakopcic 

                
 

                 2018 BSWPA 

                2nd place Band  

Bobby Thompson & the Groove  

                
           

            2018 1st Place Band 

      The Jeff Fetterman Band 

                  


