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             Albert Castiglia…  He was born to play the Blues 

Albert who? Albert Castiglia? Our South Florida Blues 

pals had arranged for a night out prior to one of my first Blues 

cruises. A quick google of Albert Castiglia had me hooked.  

 

Albert Castiglia was listed as a scorching guitarist. 

Understatement. Great on vocals. Understatement. Great 

stage presence. Understatement. His quick humor often 

balanced the searing Blues that we cruisers experienced. 

Disarming. Knowing that he had worked with the legend, Junior Wells, ‘we’ paid even 

more attention. This blues fan wanted to introduce that talented Bluesman with the 

blistering guitarist to the blues fans in Western PA. 

 

Jonnye: Your sound has been described as Blues with Soul, Rock and Country. How do 

YOU describe your sound? 

Albert Castiglia: It’s the Blues. Those other genres you mentioned are definitely 

mixed in. I don’t think any Blues musician is solely influenced by Blues.  Everything you 

hear in your life that lifts your spirits and inspires you, no matter what the genre, can’t 

help but be in your music most of the time.  

Jonnye: What caught your attention at twelve years old that made you decide to play 

guitar? What brought you to the Blues? 

Albert: My uncle played guitar and he was the one that influenced me to first paly. I 

was into a lot of rock and roll when I was a kid. I got into Blues when I was about fifteen. 

When I was sixteen, I purchased “Hard Again” by Muddy Waters. My whole life 

changed that day. That was the day I wanted to be a Blues musician. My life’s been a 

rollercoaster ever since. 

 

Jonnye: You spent four years as a ‘special services investigator’. What was the deciding 

factor that made you give up your day job? 

Albert: It was the day that Junior Wells hired me to play in his band full time. 

 

Jonnye: Tell us about your song, “Bad Year Blues”, that was nominated for Blues Song 

of the Year. What led you to penning that song? 

Albert: Around late 2007, the economy collapsed and my wife lost her job. She was the 

bread winner at the time and the pressure was on me to keep us afloat until she found 

another job. 2008 had just begun and all I could think about was how the year just 

started and the deck was stacked against us. “It’s been a real bad year, only twelve 

more months to go” popped up in my head and I made a song out of it.      

 

Jonnye: You have played with many top-notch icons: Billy Boy Arnold, Pinetop 

Perkins, Ronnie Earl, Sugar Blue, Junior Wells… to name a few. What inspired you  

when working with them?                                                                                                        2.                                                                                                                                                                                      
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Albert: If you can’t get up for   jamming or working with legends like these, then there’s 

something wrong with you. It never gets old playing with your heroes and influences.  

It’s one of the things that make this life and career of mine so great. 

 

Jonnye: What do you hope to pass on to the next generation of Blues players? 

Albert: If any of the next generation are learning anything from me, I hope it’s that 

hard work pays off.  This life ain’t easy.  There will be obstacles.  Low pay and dirty 

deals. There will be people blowing smoke up your ass, telling you you’re the greatest 

thing since sliced bread.  Fight through all of it, woodshed, gig and never give up. 

 

Jonnye: Tell us your story about working with the Blues legend, Junior Wells. 

Albert: I first met Junior on December 31, 1996. We had a mutual friend, Gloria Pierce, 

who invited me to see him play a New Year’s Eve show at the Back Room in Delray 

Beach, FL.  Gloria told Junior I played guitar and asked him if I could sit in.  He agreed. 

I did about five songs with Junior and the band.  It was a gas! I went home that night 

and thought that was the end of it.  About a month later I was asked by Junior’s road 

manager, Michael Blakemore, to sub on some dates in Buffalo, Cleveland and Detroit.  

I did that and went back to work at the welfare office in Miami. Then, in late April 1997 

they hired me full time.  I’ve been a full-time musician ever since.  Junior opened the 

door for me. I will always be grateful for what he did for me.  I miss him a lot. 

 

Jonnye: What achievement has brought you the most satisfaction?  

Albert: There are too many to count.  This life has brought me so much. I am about to 

go to Memphis to play on Watermelon Slim’s new CD. That’s the most recent. It never 

ends. As long as I keep playing, great things like this will happen. 

 

Jonnye: What one person or persons would you like to work with now and why? 

Albert: Eric Clapton because he’s my first guitar hero. Buddy Guy because he’s my 

favorite Blues guitarist ever. 

 

Jonnye: What single ‘whoops’ moment can you share about your career?  

Albert: My amp blowing up when I was at the 43rd Street Blues Festival in Chicago with 

Junior Wells. It was two songs into the set. I had to stay up there and play air guitar the 

rest of the set. 

 

Jonnye: You have been in great demand to join many players on their CDs.  They say 

that they have been ‘honored’ that you joined them; bringing your energy, intensity and 

talent to each project. How does this process bring satisfaction to you? 

Albert: It brings me great satisfaction because they are the people that have influenced 

me and I have admired for so long. That is what it is all about. 

 

Jonnye: What is your ‘Go To’ guitar? What are your guitars in reserve?                         3. 
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Albert: I have a handful of Les Paul Guitars but I also use Delaneys as well.                  

Jonnye: You are always THE favorite of the cruisers before the Legendary Rhythm and 

Blues Cruise. How overwhelming does that get? WE all pile into a joint and expect you 

to work tirelessly throughout the evening. 

 

Albert: It means a lot. Music is a shared experience so it’s great that there are so many 

people willing to share the experience with you. 

 

Jonnye:  Finally, we have voted you onto the big Blues cruise boat. What was it like 

when you finally ‘the call’ that you were ‘in’? (Many have voted for you many times to be 

one of the chosen ones.) 

Albert: I was with my wife in Jamaica on our anniversary and we were lying in bed. 

Jamaica was beautiful.  I was commenting to her that I wanted to come back next year. 

She was reading her emails on her phone at the time and said we weren’t coming back 

next year. I asked her why and she said because you are going on the blues cruise. She 

then showed me the email confirmation. Pretty funny. 

When asked what his plans were for the future, Albert stated, “To continue to make the 

music that I was destined to make and bring it to the people as long as I can.” 

____________________________________________________________ 

  Ilana Katz Katz 

Subway Stories,  
VizzTone label group 
 
Subway Stories is the latest album by blues fiddler, vocalist, and 
busker, Ilana Katz Katz. Backing her up is Barry Levenson on 
guitar, Mike Sandberg on percussion and background vocals, 
Hank Van Sickle on bass, Anthony Geraci on piano, and Sugar 

Ray Norcia on harmonica. This album runs the gamut of almost 
every type of blues that can be conceived. Because of this every fan of the blues will 
enjoy this album down to the last track with each song offering up something new. 
 
Track 6, “Like a Wino” delivers an upbeat, rocking style of blues that when accompanied 
by the exceptional piano and guitar licks and Katz’s vocals and fiddling makes you want 
to get up and dance. Track 9, “Tribute to Slim Harpo” shows the range of styles that the 
album has to offer by seamlessly transitioning to a more low-down type of blues with 
sultry vocals, chirping guitar, and callbacks to some of Slim Harpo’s songs, such as 
Scratch My Back and King Bee. The Album finishes with the song, “John Brown's 
Dream/Subway Light of Mine” starts with fast paced Appalachian fiddling and leads into 
an acapella subway themed rendition of the traditional, This Little Light of Mine. 
Accompanied with fiddle between the vocals, this song makes for a great way to end 
the album.                                                                                                     
 
I came to know Ilana when I was the youth representative for the BSWPA in Memphis 
for the IBC. Ilana won a cigar box guitar in a raffle and wanted to give it to a             4.      
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youth musician. Jonnye Weber suggested me and it was presented to me at the 2018 
BSWPA Blues Challenge where I was the dinner hour entertainer. Katz also helps fund 
“Killer Blues Headstone” which is an organization that provides headstones to bluesmen 
in unmarked graves. This Album showcases Ilana’s strong range of styles and is a must 
have for any true blues fan. ~ Pierce Dipner 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Miss Freddye- Lady of the Blues 
 
Miss Freddye Stover has been a blues fixture in the Western 
Pennsylvania area for at least 10 years now. She is a busy lady 
who gigs heavily both with her crack blues band and an 
acoustic trio. For her new CD, "Lady Of The Blues", she 
traveled all the way to the West Coast to work with a veritable 

who's who of top notch musicians at Greaseland Studios. 
Multitalented Kid Andersen was co-producer with Andy Santana. Freddye and the boys 
have done a really bang up job on this CD. With guest harp players John Nemeth, Andy 
Santana and Aki Kumar, June Core on drums and Kid playing guitar, Miss Freddye is in 
great company. My acid test for a CD is to pop it into my car's CD player and let it play at 
least a half-dozen times. That shows which CD's have "staying power"- I may put them 
aside for a while but I always come back to them. This one has "staying power".  There 
really isn't a loser in the bunch. Two of the standouts for me were the jazzy blues duets 
with John Blues Boyd. They strike a chord in me that harkens back to the great R&B 
duets of the 60's. Pittsburgh transplant Eric Spaulding adds sax to the rollicking "Home 
Improvement".  "Use The Backdoor" is a great loping shuffle that showcases Kid's great 
guitar skills as does "Doorway To the Blues", but this time on acoustic for that great 
solo. She rearranges "These Are My Blues" with a sort of mambo beat. Aki Kumar does 
some great chromatic harp on "Freight Train Blues". I could go on, but you get the idea. 
Great CD!  ~Tuck Majeran 

         

                   
                   5. 



 

BSWPA NEWSLETTER    BLUES NEWS YOU CAN USE FROM THE ‘BURGH 

14TH ANNUAL BSWPA    
2018 BLUES   
CHALLENGE 
 

                    Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 

                                   
      
                                        Cornerstone at Tonidale 
          7001 Steubenville Pike, Oakdale, PA 15071 (412.787.1125) 
                               Doors open at noon. 1:00 pm start. 
                     $12 public, $10 blues members, $7 students 

 

 ******After party at Pub at Tonidale****** 

                        (just a few steps away) 
               with 2017 Band Challenge winner…. 

       The Matt Barranti Band (10 pm- ish) 
                                     No cover  

                     Lodging: Tonidale Quality Inn, (next to Cornerstone).  
                              Many other lodging options are close by.   
    Food and beverages will be available for purchase throughout the day.    6. 



 

BSWPA NEWSLETTER    BLUES NEWS YOU CAN USE FROM THE ‘BURGH 

Rob O’Freil, radio host of Rollin and Tumblin on WYEP 
 

Rob O’Freil stepped up to the microphone at WYEP radio station a few 

years ago. He has been spinning the discs and sharing the Blues with 

many blues fans near and far. Whether tuning into his radio station at 

91.3 FM on Saturday night while on a way to an event or staying at 

home to  listen, YOU, the blues fan/music fan are guaranteed a treasure trove of Blues 

beyond belief. A sit down with Rob O’Freil was in order. 

Jonnye Weber: Please tell how you named your show and why. Share what your spin 

or take was on that title. I think that it was a great idea.  

Rob O’Friel: As I was trying to come up with a name for the show, I was at a show by 

Eugene & The Nightcrawlers. During their set, they started playing the song Rollin and 

Tumblin, which has a fast, chugging pace to it. That’s the feeling I wanted my show to 

convey on a Saturday night when people are heading to see a band or to hang out with 

friends. The song, Rollin and Tumblin, is also one of the first blues songs ever 

written, back in 1913. I wanted my show to also honor the rich, deep history of the blues. 

As I was listening to Eugene’s performance, I decided right then I had the perfect name. 

The fact that it is one of the first blues songs, combined with the fast pace and even the 

words “Rollin and Tumblin” made it the perfect name because those two words convey 

movement and action. Perfect for a Saturday night radio show when people are usually 

trying to have fun, and a nod to history of the blues at the same time. 

Jonnye: What brought you to the Blues? 

Rob: I was always reading about the Beatles, the Stones and all of my favorites. They 

always talked about the blues and guys like Elmore James and Muddy Waters. I was 

working in college radio and at a record store in the mid 80’s so I was hearing a lot of 

different stuff.  Even next generation bands like U2 were discovering and being 

profoundly influenced by the blues. I just started tracing back from listening to the guys 

that the Beatles, Stones, Stevie Ray Vaughan and Eric Clapton said they loved. I soon 

found that you could go off on so many generations of the blues and so many variations 

that I’m still learning. 

Jonnye: How did your footsteps lead to your show on WYEP? 

Rob: I did four years of college radio from 1983 to 1987. My dream job then was to be 

the afternoon guy on WDVE. That, however, was just never going to be even remotely in 

the cards.  I went about having a family and getting stuck in the corporate America grind 

in a call center. I was always a WYEP fan and was on the website one day when I saw a 

post saying they needed a few volunteers to be back up hosts for when one of the 

regulars needed a night off.  I applied and filled in where needed for about three years. I 

had always made it known that I would swim across the river to audition for one of the 

blues shows if it ever became available. Luckily for me when it did open up, I didn’t have 

to swim.                   7.                                                                                                                             
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Jonnye: You had big shoes to fill taking over Bumble Bee's slot on Saturday night. After 

taking that first big gulp of air, how did you formulate your agenda, purpose and 

mission.  

Rob: Yeah, I still get calls every now and then asking when Bumble Bee is on. But the 

mission was decided before the very first night on the air, 9/5/2011. With a blues show 

on a Saturday night from 9 pm to midnight, I wanted the sound to be fast, loud, rockin’, 

heavy, guitar-driven, harmonica-driven blues …. Something you would want to listen to 

if you were getting ready to go out to see a live blues show. I also want people to get as 

much from learning about the music and the players as they do from listening to the 

blues. The history of the blues is such a fascinating story that continues to be handed 

down from generation to generation. And as it does, each generation keeps it moving 

forward. 

Jonnye: Did you have experience in the radio broadcasting field before hand to prepare 
for this big, big Blues mission.  

Rob: Yes, I had four years of experience in college radio, plus a couple of part time gigs 
in the late 1980’s in Erie. 
 

Jonnye: Did you follow your predecessor's lead to begin your show? 

Rob: No, the playing of a different version of Rollin and Tumblin was actually one 

aspect that was not planned ahead. It just kind of evolved. From the beginning though, I 

never felt any need to replicate what Bumble Bee (Howard Kozy) did on WYEP for 25+ 

years. How could I? Everyone at the station just encouraged me to be me, which make it 

easy.  

Jonnye: Looking ahead, what do have planned to continue your musical journey? 

Rob: My musical journey is to just do what I can to help connect the massively talented 

and passionate musicians in Pittsburgh with the massively passionate audience that’s 

out there. And with Rollin and Tumblin, the idea of getting to 500 different versions 

played is obviously years away, but intriguing. That would mean at least another 4+ 

years on the air on WYEP. Will they let me hang around long enough to do that? 

Jonnye: You have embraced a very current public health mission. Please tell us about 

your involvement in this timely issue.                                                                                      8. 
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Rob: Thank you for asking about this! This year I served as the Chairperson for the 

Pittsburgh Walk To End Alzheimer’s. It was quite an experience to work with a 

group of volunteers who refuse to be stopped. Thanks to their passion and work, we 

were able to exceed our goal of raising $525,000 to help bring an end to this horrible 

disease. 

Jonnye: What is your day job? How does that offer balance to your music life? 

Rob: In my day job, I wear a suit and a tie, five days a week. All I am really allowed to 
say is that it’s in the financial services industry. I help people get financially organized 
and balanced. It’s pretty serious stuff, so having the musical outlet is a way to let go and 
not have to be so formal  

Jonnye: Who have been your major Blues influences.  

Rob: Blues influences were actually guys like the Beatles and the Stones and of course, 
Eric Clapton. I would read their biographies, and they all referenced guys like Elmore 
James, Muddy Waters and Howlin Wolf. I figured if these were the guys making John 
and Paul pick up the guitar, I’d better check them out. Other early influences for me 
were Lonnie Mack, The Band, Eric Clapton and Stevie Ray Vaughan. I should also 
mention radio influences, especially Mike Lange and Sean McDowell and of course Bob 
Prince, John Cigna and Jack Bogut from KDKA. 
 

Jonnye:  What players, local or national are catching your attention and why? 

Rob: Jimmy Adler is a local artist that I would put up against any national act any day. 

He’s the real deal….and he’s just a good person. I’m very intrigued by Angela Autumn 

Cash another local artist, though she’s probably more of a folk artist. She’s only 20 years 

old and has enough talent to in  go in any musical direction she wants to. Bill Toms & 

Hard Rain & The Soulville Horns have really caught a lot of people’s attention, even 

outside of Pittsburgh. They are such a professional and talented band that it’s 

impossible to not have fun at one of their shows. They’ve really helped introduce me to 

more of the Memphis Soul/Stax side of the Blues, more of the R&B thing. 

Jonnye: If you could have a sit down with any of the past and present Blues greats, who 
would you want to interview? What would you ask? What would you really like to know 

about them?  
Rob: Wow, that’s a great question. I guess Robert Johnson and having him tell us about 

that deal with the Devil.  

Jonnye: In the coming years, what would you like to be remembered for? 

Rob: Just as someone who got involved and took part in life. I try to make the little part 

of the world around me a better place and help people in whatever way I can. For me 

that just means that during the day I try to connect people to opportunities and on 

Saturday nights I try to connect people to some music that they know and to some music 

they might not otherwise ever get to hear.                                                                                 9. 

 
**Join or renew your Blues Society of Western PA membership at bswpa.org** 
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Gold Tailed Bird….a ‘choice’ vintage discovery  

old Tailed Bird is a 1973 Blues album by Blues Foundation Hall of 

Fame guitarist, Jimmy Rogers. I originally bought this record on eBay 

because Freddie King played on it. The small world of circumstances 

surrounding this album make it magical in so many more ways for 

me.  First it was produced by J.J. Cale for Leon Russel’s Shelter Records. 

Rogers had been away from music during the 60’s, so credit Leon, who also recorded 

three of Freddie’s records during the same time period of 1970-1973. 

Much of Gold Tailed Bird was recorded at the legendary Chess Records Studio, 1212 

Michigan Ave, Chicago. Rogers, as you may know, from 1947-1954, was in Muddy’s 

Water’s first Chicago band with Little Walter. All but two of these songs were written by 

Rogers. So, what you hear is vintage Chicago Blues, highly reminiscent of Muddy’s 

South Side Chicago style with an updated sound to “appeal to today’s youth”. You sorta 

half expect for Muddy to come in any time. The authenticity of the Blues is compounded 

by the use of Chess Records, A-list, session musicians. In reality, they’re known as the 

Aces: drummer, Fred Below, Louis and Dave Meyers playing guitar and bass, with Bob 

Reidy, on keys. It turns out integral to the success of this album are uncredited, stellar 

harmonica riffs by Bill Lupkin. A classic in his own right, he’s been a collaborator with 

Nick Moss and is a current resident of Ft Wayne, Indiana. The two songs that were not 

written by Rogers are by another current working musician, Don Richmond, who now 

lives and is going strong in Alamosa, Colorado. I look forward to someday hearing their 

side of the stories around Gold Tailed Bird, Jimmy Rogers, and where the Blues has 

taken them in general. This album is also leading me down the Blues Highway to find 

the answer to why Dave and Louis Meyers and Fred Below are not yet in the Blues 

Foundation Hall of Fame. To top it all off, I lucked out buying this record from a cat 

from KC, Mississippi native, Jim O’Neal. O’Neil was the guy who started Living Blues 

Magazine and was so instrumental in what’s written on all those Mississippi Blues Trail 

Markers we love to see and read. Gotta love how the Blues works, right? This album is 

not exactly available on CD, but… You can find it under Complete Blues Masters, 

Volume 2, The Complete Shelter Recordings of Jimmy Rogers. And with that 

you get 6 more tracks with a lot more Blues from Jimmy and Freddie…. And the Aces. 

~Mark Patrick, a blues friend from Kalamazoo, MI                                                            10. 

___________________________________________________________ 

        Rocket 88 
  Keyboard Extravaganza 
                       Sunday, March 18  
                    Cornerstone at Tonidale  
        7001 Steubenville Pike, Oakdale, PA  15071 

                              3 pm – 7 pm 

To benefit:   Music Smiles                     $12 public, $10 Blues members, $7 students 
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 Rising stars shining bright…. 

Listening to the ‘young people’ of Blues talk about what their backgrounds, their concerns and 

their advice gave one much to think about. Life out there is not easy. It is less easy for a dedicated 

Blues player. While on the October, 2017 Legendary Rhythm and Blues Cruise, Art Tripoli hosted 

a ‘sit down’ with several outstanding players/rising stars that are coming into their own and making 

music in the Blues world. Those stars being interviewed: Monster Mike Welsh, G. Love, Samantha Fish, 

Cedric Burnside, Kingfish, Vanessa Collier.  

Each performer was asked WHY? WHY the Blues? 

Monster Mike said that he listened to a 60’s record collection that included the Beatles, John 

Lennon, Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton. On a Wednesday night in San Francisco, Mike stated that 

‘on the first note’ that he said to himself… ‘that is what I want to do’. He added, “The music 

said everything that I wanted to say but could not. It (the music) still speaks to me. I still feel it and hear 

it!” 

G. Love listened to his mother’s diverse collection of music. He was mesmerized by the Blues 

Brothers Live. His search began when he saw Dylan and Neil Young playing a ‘harp on a rack’. 

Listening to John Hammond ‘opened the skies and the light shone down’. He looked at the 

album cover of Statesboro Blues and read the liner notes over and over. G.  Love was hooked. 

Samantha Fish stated that Rock and Roll was an interval part of her household when 

growing up.  She listened to Charlie Patton and heard his passion and delivery. She was 

inspired by how he connected to the listener.  

  

Cedric Burnside, the grandson of L.L. Burnside, shared that he grew up in juke joints. He 

readily shared that ‘Hill Country Blues’ was in his heart. 

 

Kingfish (Christone Ingram) from Clarksdale, MS hit the scene at 15 years of age. Having 

played at the White House as part of the Delta Blues Museum Band, Kingfish emphatically 

stated that “Blues is my history. Blues is my culture.” He added that he saw a Muddy 

Waters documentary that became a remarkable introduction to the Blues. 

Vanessa Collier shared that she heard the Blues but did not know what she was hearing 

back in the 6th grade. She improvised, started going out into the crowds and played 12 Bar 

Blues. She said that the Blues is spiritual. Enthusiastically she declared that the Blues “cuts 

into you”. Everything in her music world has been tinged by the Blues. Vanessa added that 

she has found her musical roots in the Blues.  

How did they see themselves passing the ‘TORCH’ to the generation following them? Their 

influences? What do they see as their purpose in delivering a song? 

Vanessa Collier stated that Joe Lewis Walker guided her. She learned stage craft and to read the 

audience. Her mission was to change things up as needed but to stay ‘true to the Blues’.                      11. 
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Monster Mike Welsh said that Dave Maxwell was his biggest inspiration. Sugar Ray was his mentor. He 

was the youngest guitarist for many years and worked with an army of greats: James Cotton, Freddie 

King, Ronnie Earl, etc. Mike said that working with those guys ‘set his bar high’, making him want to 

achieve all that he could as a Blues guitarist. 

G. Love fondly remembered John Hammond. He was mesmerized by Lighting Hopkins and the world of 

Delta Blues. It has been a world of continuously learning his craft. He has also been inspired from his 

time working with Keb Mo. 

Samantha Fish shared that she was intrigued by soul singers with guitars. She had started on the drums. 

She heard the melodic sound of the guitar. That sound combined with singing made her change music 

directions. The music of Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers ‘stole’ her for a while. She said that she 

eventually came back to the Blues. 

Cedric Burnside said that he did not know how special the music was that he was hearing. John Lee 

Hooker and Muddy Waters peaked his interest. Listening to the Blues on the cassettes in the family 

truck was his incubator to appreciate the creativity of the Blues. Those Blues were ‘hotter than hell’ for 

all the guys that came through those times. 

Kingfish Ingram stated that he was 8 years old when he enrolled in the Delta Blues Education program. 

He not only learned to play the Blues but was tutored on stage presence. Church was where Kingfish 

discovered music. Gospel has been a big part of his music and a big factor in his career. 

Monster Mike said that he was considered a force at 13 years old (hence the name…Monster Mike. He 

had his first start at the House of Blues in Boston.…playing with many greats. Mike added that he 

wrestled with coping with the drive to progress. He tried to continuously live up to those players 

expectations plus his own expectations. He said that Bob Margolin would play songs upstairs to satisfy 

Muddy Waters and he would be downstairs trying to play Muddy Waters.  

Samantha Fish talked about the pressure of always being schooled. The pressure would hit at the worse 

time possible. She would be schooled in the studio. She was schooled onstage. At times she felt like she 

was under a microscope as she was pressured into pressing on, pushing herself to move forward. 

G. Love explained that he like the lyrics of Guitar Slim, “You are what you are. Sometimes greater 

versions of yourself. Sometimes not.” Life gets complicated. You have to understand the songs that you 

are singing. The music tells a story. Lyrics define the story. The music conveys the emotion. 

Samantha Fish added that understanding allows appreciation of the song. It gives you more to say in 

life. 

Mr. Sipp joined the group. He stated that a musician tells his story through the depths of a 

song. People do not want to hear sad songs. Channel positive thoughts/ positive things in 

your music. Show your ‘joy’ from your soul. He said ‘The Upside of Downside’ is about 

working a song. Sometimes joyful tears do not mean sad. Seriously, he said that people think 

that the Blues was sad. He then laughed and said that there were 2000 people on our boat and no one 

was crying. 

Cedric Burnside took the helm at that point and said that music tells a story about the times that people 

go through in their lives. 

Kingfish interjected that everyone goes through problems. Maybe not as much as the times of Muddy 

Waters but troubling times nonetheless.  

Vanessa Collier said that when listening to Freddie King, she could feel his issues in his music.              12. 
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Monster Mike added that BB King was the best storyteller. Blues singers sing the story. Guitarists sing 

through their hands when playing their guitars. Blues talks about universal topics. The common theme, 

‘We are all in this together’.  

 

What is your response in your midway climb up the Blues ladder? 

 

Mr. Sipp said that as working musicians, their generation has been chosen to be leaders to inspire and 

create a fire in younger players. It is our duty to teach and be heard. 

Monster Mike smiled when he said that young players are apprentices. They look up to the older 

players to learn and for approval.  The generosity of their mentors, sharing their experiences and 

knowledge, unleashes unbridled creativity for those up and coming players. Mike added that it is 

gratifying when the younger people are ridiculously good and still seek approval. 

 

G. Love very seriously stated that he is ‘blown away’ by the young players of today. It is part of the Blues 

culture to feel the music. WE FEEL the energy that these young people are sharing through their music. 

The Blues is alive. The Blues is real. 

 

Playing the music forward. These young people were very inspiring. Sharing their thoughts and 

concerns….all was good. They bared their musical souls. It was our chance to see into their blues 

world. 

“The Blues is alive. The Blues is real.”                                                            ~Jonnye Weber 

  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Volunteers are needed to help at events, get sponsors, secure donations, 

 write articles and lend a helping hand. Let us know at: bswpa.org 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

          
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                    13. 

The Blues is a Healer Tour takes the show to 

Aspinwall Veterans facility on March 11. 
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Congratulations to Ms. Freddye on her TWO 

nominations in the 2018 Blues Music 

Awards.  
  
Miss Freddye: The Blues Society of Western PA is 

thrilled that the rest of the world now has the 

privilege to experience your amazing sound. Your 

hard work, humble nature and zest for life bring you 

and your music to the front of the pack. Good Luck!  

This a definite first for Western PA…way to go 

Freddye! 

The Awards will take place on Thursday, May 10 in Memphis, TN.  

More information about the awards and attending them as a fan: Blues Foundation.org 

Traditional Blues Female Artist 

Annika Chambers 

Diunna Greenleaf 

Janiva Magness 

Miss Freddye 

Ruthie Foster 

Best Emerging Artist Album 

Altered Five Blues Band – Charmed & Dangerous 

                                     Larkin Poe – Peach 

                                   Miss Freddye – Lady of the Blues 

                                     R.L. Boyce – Roll and Tumble 

                                     Southern Avenue – Southern Avenue 

                                     Tas Cru – Simmered & Stewed 

 

 

 

Blues Trivia: The chance to record Texas Blues legend Lighten’ Hopkins was the 

inspiration for Chris Strachwitz to form the Arhoolie record label in Berkeley, CA. 

Which artist inspired a young employee of Chicago’s Jazz Record Mart to start one 

of that city’s most successful Blues labels in 1971? 

 

                 a.) Hound Dog Taylor                        d.) Elmore James 

                 b.) Buddy Guy                                    e.) J.B. Hutto 

                 c.) Paul Butterfield                                                                             14. 

The acts for the 2018 New Year’s Eve Blues Bash…. 

                Miss Freddye’s Blues Band and Tas Cru and his Tortured Souls. 
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   The Blues in the Schools received a DOUBLE WOW! moment. 

Bob Breide, Blues member and musician, provided both a guitar 

rig and a bass rig to two deserving students at Dilworth 

Academy (k-5) during their annual holiday awards ceremony. 

The criteria: academics, musical talent, school attendance and 

good standing at school and in the community and an essay. 

Another bonus…a runner up guitar was donated by Gerome Gill, 

also a blues member and musician.  

Ahh …the smiles, the excitement!  

Enclosed is a letter from winner, Jonathon Ruff. 

I want a free guitar so I can keep it and play songs with my friends and show my friends 

how to play with a good rhythm and a steady beat. Then, we can play guitar together.  I 

would like to play for family and friends. Then I can be a musician and play for the world 

and have band and help beginners with a guitar. They could be good and keep passing it 

down and have fun together. They can put the guitar in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 

keep the guitar going. 

Music is important to me because I love music. I wanted to be a musician since I was four. 

I wanted to be a rock star and hear so many good musicians…that is why. It is important to 

help Dilworth because people learn music with a good rhythm and a steady beat. It brings 

people together.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

Trivia Answer: (a) In the late sixties, Bruce Iglauer worked for Bob Koester 

(founder of Delmark) at a record store in the Loop during the day and 

prowled the city’s South Side and West Side Blues clubs by night. Iglauer was 

so amazed by the paying of a raw and firely guitarist who wielded a wicked 

slide on the sixth finer of his left hand that he formed Alligator Records in 1971 for the 

specific purpose of recording him. 

Fifty-five-year-old Theodore Roosevelt “Hound Dog” Taylor was a sensation on the club 

scene, but he had only three singles on his recording resume when the light went on in 

Iglauer’s head.  Taylor’s unschooled playing was wild, raucous, and sometimes out of 

tune, but it never failed to get audiences up hooting and dancing. Sadly, Taylor’s 

recording career lasted only four years. He died of cancer in 1975, shortly before the 

release of his third album, Beware of the Dog.  ~Cary Wolfson 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Eugene Morgan’s Blues for Food… Sunday, February 18.  

Noon – 8 pm. $10. Domenico’s, 20550 RT. 19, Cranberry, PA 16066.   
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Blues Society of Western PA 

79 Linmar Homes  

Aliquippa, PA  15001 

 

    

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
              

          PITCH  

PUTTING INSTRUMENTS IN 

THE CHILDREN’S HANDS 

If you have a new or gently used 

instrument, please consider donating 

to this project.  

The BSWPA’s mission: 

To put instruments in the children’s 

hands…playing the music forward. 

Make a difference. Be that someone 

who makes a difference. 

          Contact: bswpa.org 

 


