
    Blues Society of Western PA 
                              Board Meeting Minutes 
                                                           July 19, 2021 
 
In attendance: Sue Mayer, Cyndi Fink, Allison Mulvaney, Erik Zehelmayer, Spike 
Miller, Barbara Gangone, Jonnye Weber 
 
Membership: Barbara Gangone updated the group on the membership status. 
 
Treasurer: Cyndi Fink gave the treasurer report. She discussed the upcoming 
expenses for the Blues Challenge and the merchandise acquired for the Pittsburgh 
fest. 
 
Pittsburgh Blues Fest… July 31, August 1… Shriners, Cheswick, PA 

 Spike will haul the merchandise 
 Workers will be contacted with load in times, etc. and hours needed closer 

to the fest. 
 The group was shown the new merchandise for the fest. Cyndi will price 

accordingly. 
 WE have a few volunteers in reserve. 

 
Credit cards…. Cyndi will look into necessary items to make process more fluid 
with the workers. 
 
Wheeling … August 13,14,15 

 The group was divided on whether or not to set up a booth in Wheeling.  
 The pros and cons were discussed. 
 Some stated that visibility for the BSWPA was needed. (pro) 
 Staffing is the major concern. (con) 
 Jonnye will call Bruce to ask what the booth fee is and what is required. 
 Sue asked that maybe we could work out selling raffles tickets. 
 Once info is attained, the group will be then able to better decide how to 

proceed. 
 



Blues Challenge … September 5… Shriners, Cheswick, PA 
 Staffing was discussed. We have had a few volunteers step up. 
 The cost of the venue, sound, cash prizes, etc. were discussed. 
 Food trucks –two trucks (one BBQ and one a variety with vegan options, 

one ice cream truck for late afternoon). No minimum has been asked. 
 Jonnye will talk with Shriners about the food trucks since they will not be 

offering food.  
 Half time entertainment- If a youth act is available, Jonnye will secure. If 

not, no entertainment. Small fee will be paid. 
 A tent may have to be set up behind the venue as a green room if the 

Shriners do not replace their downed tent.’ 
 Jonnye will check to see what we have in reserve for raffle items. 
 Everyone was asked that if they do donate, please donate quality items.  
 Sponsors are always needed. Everyone should be stepping up and securing 

much needed dollars to defray costs for this project and others. 
 
Blues and BBQ- September 11 …. Hopewell Park, Laird Avenue, Aliquippa, PA 

 Cyndi and Jonnye have prior commitments. 
 Closer to the event date, the workers will be determined. 
 The Park group provide tables and a tent. 
 The merchandise needs hauled. 

 
Harptoberfest – October 22 … Moondog’s 

 The BSWPA’s event will be part of the reopening celebration month of 
music at Moondog’s. 

 Charlie Barath (lead person on project), Ron Yarozs, Jimmy Adler (house 
band) …more players will be added. 

 The budget is $1000. 
 
New Year’s Eve Update: 

 Cyndi and Jonnye met with hotel to determine feasibility. 
 The BSWPA agreed to give up items to make the cost more workable. 
 The hotel’s proposal was unacceptable. The hotel’s counter offer is still 

being determined at meeting time. 



 Updates will be made when more information is known. 
 If things progress, we will decide the opening act, the sound, etc. WE will 

have to find out if the headliner is still available. If not, another will be 
secured. 
 

Blues in the Schools 
 The group was in agreement to support one student in the fall session for 

Kids about to Rock hosted by David Granatti. 
 
Afternote: 

 Please try to recruit volunteers. We should all be actively working towards 
the goal of getting more help. 

 There is a membership roster that notes those that would like to volunteer. 
The membership secretary and secretary could make use of this 
information to make calls to invite people to help at various events. Once 
someone says yes, please let Jonnye and Cyndi know for planning purposes. 

 
 


