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From time to time, I read such a compelling statement on a sheet
or jacket liner notes that necessitates a need to share it. This is
one of those times and here is that statement: "In a time when
American Idol-type vocal gymnastics too often pass for soul,
Frank Bey is a perfect reminder of what soul singing is really all
about: communication, warmth and emotional sincerity." Rick
Estrin.
" All My Dues Are Paid " - quite a matter of fact title - is Frank Bey's
sixth release. It's his second on the Nola Blue Label. The thirteen-track disc was
produced and co-produced by Kid Andersen and Rick Estrin and was recorded at Kid's
Greaseland Studio - a place where some of the best musicians in the business have been
known to hang out. During these sessions those who were hanging out to back up
Frank's lead vocals included: Jim Pugh on organ, piano, Rhodes and Wurlitzer; Eric
Spaulding and Nancy Wright on tenor sax; Jack Sanford on baritone and tenor sax; Rick
Feliciano on trombone; John Halbleib on trumpet; Alex Peterson, Derrick "D'mar"
Martin and Paul Revelli on drums; Jerry Jemmott on bass; Paul Olguin on lead bass
guitar; Martin Windstad on percussion and congas; Kid Andersen on guitar, baritone
guitar, vocals, percussion, organ and Wurlitzer; Vicki Randle on congas and percussion;
Don Dally and Kimberly Kistler on strings; Lorenzo Farrell on organ and Wurlitzer; Aki
Kumar and June Core on handclaps; and Lisa Leuschner Andersen, Willie Walker, Rick
Estrin, D'Mar, Loralee Christensen and Dennis, Walter and Dwayne Morgan collectively known as The Sons Of the Soul Revivers on vocals......Phew! That was tough
and I hope I got 'em all.
Until now, when it came to making a statement with an album title, I always thought
that the loudest ever made was by Willie Dixon with "I Am The Blues" (1970). That said,
Frank Bey declaring "All My Dues Are Paid" also packs quite the punch. On the title
track - which he collaborated on with K. Murray, R. Estrin and K. Andersen - Frank tells
of the days of being black and poor while living in the south; along with being used,
abused and played by friends who were nothing more than parasites and
snakes. Through it all, and later medical issues as well, Frank always kept on pushing
and although no one else did - he knew that there was no way to stop Frank Bey. With
several basses, several horns and several percussionists teaming up, the rhythm groove
is relentless, and with super background support from the ladies, Frank's singing it just
like he lived it. Song of the year credentials are all over this one.
Since it's been forty years ago that George Jones had a monster hit with "He Stopped
Loving Her Today " (B. Braddock/C. Putnam), Frank Bey's version has me thinking that
if Nola Blue Records sent it to country radio, lightning could very well strike twice. After
all, the song constantly pops up on surveys as one of the greatest country songs of all
times and - with the heart and soul Frank's putting into it - I'm loving the idea. The
sullen rhythm groove Jim, Jerry and Alex are in; the heavenly sounding strings of Don
and Kimberly: and Lisa's angelic humming are all perfect accompaniments for the
song’s melancholy mood.
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It may be a Nightcats’ song but Kid and Rick hit the nail on the head giving it to Frank to
sing. He's not only singing "I'll Bet I Never Cross Your Mind" (R. Estrin) like he wrote
it, but like he lived it and knows exactly who he's singing it to, as well. Needing to recall
what the original version sounded like I just took a quick visit to YouTube and came to
the conclusion that although quite similar, I'm liking the feel Jim adds with the organ vs
a piano and the sultriness Nancy added with her style on the sax. Great track.
He's sung blues, he's sung soul, he's sung country and now, on this big band style track,
Frank Bey's singing some jump jazz. Although I'm not suggesting it (:>), it wouldn't
surprise me if Frank could rap as well. With some of the disc's most smoking rhythm by
a double dose of the Pauls’ on bass and drums and Lorenzo on keys; Jack, Eric and John
nailing the horn arrangements; and Kid killing it on the guitar; "Never No More" (P.
Mayfield/D. Malone) is indeed the dance floor filler.
How can a song with relatively sad lyrics sound so wonderful and uplifting? Just give a
listen to Frank singing "If It's Really Got to Be This Way" (A. Alexander/D. Fitts/ G.
Nicholson) and you'll know exactly how. On the only track with just a four-piece band
behind him, Frank Bey absolutely shines on this beautifully done vocal presentation.
Every time I hear this song, I can't "Imagine" (J. Lennon) ever hearing a more
enlightening song with such hopeful lyrics. With his more powerful, more soulful and
more heartfelt rendition, Frank - and this amazing group of musicians performing it
with him - take the song to a whole other level.
Other incredibly done tracks on "All My Dues Are Paid" include: “Idle Hands" (R.
Biancol/M. Kane); "One Of These Days" (W. Troinai/H. Hoye); "Calling All Fools" (R.
Estrin); "It's A pleasure” and "One Thing Every Day" ( M. H. Schermer); "Ha Ha In The
Daytime" (P. Mayfield); and "Perfect Day" (L. Reed).
My track record when making statements like I'm about to make is quite
respectable. That said, with a handful of past BMA winners involved on this project,
don't be surprised should you see Sallie Bengtson walking to the stage to pick up Nola
Blue's first Blues Music Award come May. Remember where you heard it!
Although this legendary artist is very well known to most of you, should you like to learn
more about Frank Bey just go to www.frankbeymusic.com.
3.
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Keeping the Blues Alive…a Documentary featuring:
Frank Bey: You’re Going to Miss Me
While attending the 2019 Reading Blues Fest, a chance meeting with
Tom Dwyer piqued my interest…and the rest was history for this
Blues fan. Speaking of history, Tom Dwyer is making history with his
documentary about Frank Bey, You’re Going to Miss Me. Yes,
Tom Dwyer’s project was intriguing. The quest immediately began to share more with
you, the Blues fans.
Jonnye: What prepared you to become a film maker?
Tom Dwyer: I am a retired high school English teacher. Teaching fosters daily acting
and ongoing theatrics to engage students. That training led to my taking acting classes.
My background gave me the tools to take to the stage with a flourish in Philadelphia. I
worked with Marie Henson who with two films to her credit was the best director to
learn from and work with. Marie was the major influence, giving me ‘hope’ to do a major
documentary film.
Jonnye: What brought you to the Blues?
Tom: I have always been a fan of Terry Perry, Sonny McGee, James Cotton, Buddy Guy,
BB King as well as many others. My taking to the Blues was incidental. I first was
exposed to the Blues during the multifaceted Philadelphia Folk Fest. My interests
expanded, seeding my Blues interest by introducing me to Shemekia Copeland, Blind
Boys of Alabama, Taj Mahal, etc.
Jonnye: Why did you choose Frank Bey to be your featured documentary artist?
Tom: Frank “chose” us! We were his students! While streaming music and being
tutored in the Blues, I heard Frank Bey and liked what I heard. However, I had not met
him. Friends took me to a concert and I asked, “Who was that?” It was Frank Bey…. I
was hooked! Initially, the project was going to be too costly and frankly, a lot of work.
After much discussion, my friends agreed to ‘see what we could do’.
Jonnye: What is the message that you want to share with this film offering?
Tom: Simply put, Frank Bey is an inspirational person on many levels.
1. He primarily is a wonderful person who has overcome so many things in his life.
2. Seeing him perform, he creates a ‘special place’ for those attending.
3. Frank and his talent are gifts to our culture. It was/is curious to our team that
someone with his caliber of talent has been overlooked or not noticed in the way that
one would expect. It would be an embarrassment not to emphasize his talent or his
contributions which are something that we feel are important. I could sit and listen to
Frank for hours. He is interesting and extremely articulate.
Jonnye: What is it that you wish to convey, preserve, celebrate by filming the Blues?
Tom: Frank grew up with Otis Redding. He absorbed showmanship from Otis. He also
worked with Solomon Burke and James Brown. Frank sees himself as a Blues/Soul
artist. He has made an impact on the American/Soul music genre. Our purpose is to
celebrate and archive Frank Bey and his music. Frank was not a religious man
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but…listening to his music is ‘like going to church’. His mother was the first ordained
female minister in Georgia. He learned music in Millan, Georgia (near Savannah).
Jonnye: Tell us about your journey and how you plan to release this film.
Tom: Our original estimate was to finish in June, 2020. That time line is not achievable
at this point. We have been working on this project since 2015. It has been a labor of
love. Following Frank Bey, who has been three times nominated at the Blues Music
Awards for Vocalist and Album of the Year, has proven to be a fun project. We rented a
venue for three days and put on a concert to include in this documentary. We took Frank
to Memphis with camera in hand. He gave us a structured environment to set the story,
‘his story’ for the better part of a year. We have 250 hours of footage including several
entire live concerts in the ‘can’. We have received grants from Tribeca Films that
sponsors independent film projects. PBS has expressed a strong interest in Frank Bey,
You’re Going to Miss Me. It would be a good, intellectual ‘fit’ with their programing.
They have four tiers to clear for acceptance. We are on their third tier. With tweaking, it
is our hope that we meet their criteria and soon accepted. We work on the ‘hope’ that we
will get enough funding to pay the editor to edit our work which should take the better
part of three months to complete.
Jonnye: What was your ‘pitch’ for funding?
Tom: Our pitch…This a film that America needs to know; to see the positive impact that
Frank has. Our film is to give people hope; hope for now and in the future.
Jonnye: After Frank Bey’s long absence from music after a deal gone wrong with James
Brown, why did Frank Bey ‘buy’ into this project? What obstacles did Frank have to
overcome?
Tom: In the 70’s, Frank and his band, The Moorish Vanguard, wrote a song and took it
with them on a tour to the South. Their sound had a Funky Sly and the Family Stone and
Earth Wind and Fire flavor. James Brown recorded their song and gave no credit to
Frank or his band. The Band broke away, leaving in the middle of the night and hard
feelings resulted. They had religious ideals about peace and harmony. They felt that
ultimately Frank had betrayed them. Frank left music for seventeen years. He felt that
he finally wanted his story to be told and his music heard. Frank teamed up with
Anthony Paul. That partnership soon went South also. Bey then found that he had to sit
things out while he dealt with having a kidney replaced. After another twelve years, WE
came along…Frank liked and respected us. We felt comfortable together and realized the
opportunity for mutual gains.
Jonnye: What unusual doors have opened to revive Frank’s career?
Tom: Multi Grammy winner, Tom Hambridge, was interviewed about
working with Frank Bey. Tom Hambridge had asked Frank to record at his
studio in Nashville. That CD was nominated for a Blues Music Award.
Frank was definitely back in the game!
Jonnye: What do you want us to know about Frank Bey?
Tom: Frank is a given gift. To know Frank and to see his performances,
WE are hopeful that the world will love him. Frank Bey is an act not to miss!!!!
~ Look for Frank Bey, You’re Going to Miss Me. Long live the Blues!
5.

BLUES NEWSLETTER

BLUES NEWS THAT YOU CAN USE FROM THE ‘BURGH

The Doubletree Hilton is offering a BLU rate that includes breakfast to
attendees while the room block supply lasts. 412.329.1400
Dinner and a show discount package: $30. Website to order listed above.
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Bluesman…and now author. His music is described as raucous, rowdy,
gentle, sweet, eccentric, quirky, and outright irreverent are all words that
fittingly describe Tas Cru and testify to his reputation as a one of the most
unique of bluesmen plying his trade today.
Did you know??? Tas Cru is also a professor and was acknowledged by
the Blues Foundation a few years ago as Blues Educator of the year. His
Blues in the Schools presentation is one not to miss! He engages the
student body and the teachers, making easy concepts relate to words in his songs. Tas
Cru has been bringing his teachings to area schools in Western PA for many years. Now
his resume includes being author.
Bad Dog Bubba is the first of a three books series about a dog, Bubba
(a Blood-rhymes-with-dude-Hound) trying to get his pals to love the blues. Bubba’s
owner is a bonafide Louisiana blues man named Beau Blue Hat Bobbie, who has
instilled his dog with a love for the blues that he just has to share! Bubba tells his
friends, “The blues is like a half-eaten sandwich you find lying on the sidewalk. Give it a
sniff and you might like it!” This book introduces the main characters and sets the stage
for the next book, which is about the trials and tribulations of forming a dog blues
band. Book three is about how the band, with its growing popularity, handles its success
and struggles to stay on track with its mission to bring the blues to dogs all across the
world!
The project stems from Tas Cru’s 2016 music album, Doggone Blues, original songs
about dogs who get the blues. This was a fundraiser I did for the newly established
Blues Foundation’s Blues Hall of Fame. The dogs in each of those songs appear as
characters in this book series. This album is available for purchase on line at:
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/tascru8 ~Bad Dog Bubba is a ‘dog gone’ good read’-Jonnye
_________________________________________________________________
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Dave Iglar Band
Dave Iglar has been a fixture on the local music scene for many years,
and is renowned not only as a guitar virtuoso, but also as a highly
effective teacher of guitar. A veteran of literally thousands of live
performances with his own bands, including Force Field, Dave &
Shari and the Igniters, Dave has also played with Buddy Guy, Roy
Buchanan, Dickie Betts, and many more. His current band has six pieces, though Dave's
primary collaborator is Andrea Iglar, who provides strong saxophone work and sultry
vocals. Joel Tischuk pitches in with some tasty keyboard work.
The Guitarnival is a 2 CD set that is loaded with a diverse and eclectic mix of 32 Dave
Iglar original compositions. CD 1 contains a handful of tasteful instrumentals, including
the swingy Bluestown, the easy groove of Marwa, and the dreamy, Santana like feel
of Sargassa’s Daughter. Other stand out songs on the first CD are ‘Don’t Do It’, which
has a Grateful Dead like vibe, and ‘Raggedy Pants Blues’, featuring vocals by Dave and
Andrea plus soulful sax solos.
CD2 includes additional instrumentals which feature Iglar's stylistic diversity such
as Makamba, another Latino groove, and the jazz/rock fusion of Fusebucket. Other
noteworthy pieces on CD2 are ‘Ballyhoo’’, a piano/guitar infused romp, and the
haunting ‘Curious’. Also, Iglar pays homage to his hometown in ‘I’m an Oakdale Man’,
which hints of Johnny Cash.
In summary, The Guitarnival is a fine and jam-packed example of the jazz/blues/rock
fusion for which Dave Iglar is known. There's lots of music here which nicely showcase
the talents of Dave and Andrea Iglar. Something for everyone's musical tastes, and
music fans of all stripes, and particularly Dave Iglar fans, would do well to check this CD
out. ~Terry O’Brien
8.
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Dear BSWPA, Because you sponsored me to go to the ‘For those about
to Rock Academy’, I decided to go back for another semester. Without
your sponsoring me, I would never have known about the school and
what a great experience it is. I love what you do and your intentions of
making musicians of the future. Thanks, Nathan McGee

**********************************************************************************
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The Franklin Blues and Barbecue will held on June
20 & 21, 2020 in downtown Franklin, PA at the
bandstand park. Situated between Pittsburgh and Erie
along the Allegheny River, our festival provides 2 full days of
Blues Artists, and it is FREE TO ATTEND! Our lineup for
this year’s event is incredible, with the music starting at
noon each day.

Saturday, June 20, 2020

Sunday, June 21, 2020

Black Cat Moan
Dan Bubien & the Delta Struts
Bill Toms & Hard Rain
Zydeco Kings
Max Schang’s Blues Trio w/Charlie Barath
Joe Louis Walker

Long Tall Deb & Colin John
Matt Barranti Band
Bobby Thompson & the Groove
Tas Cru & his Band of Tortured Souls

Over the past 5 years, we have been able to donate over $15,000 to our local school
music programs, including implementing an Artist in Residency Program in 2019. We
were thrilled when Vanessa Collier and Max Schang worked with our local students and
performed with them at our festival last year to provide the performance of a lifetime for
many of the young musicians. Our event is rain or shine. In the event of rain, make sure
to bring rain gear as there are very few shelters. Please bring lawn chairs as this is held
in a city park and there are only a few benches along the walkways. T-shirt and beverage
sales (including water, soda, and beer) fund our school programs. Therefore, we
discourage all outside beverages and coolers. No outside alcohol is permitted in the
park per city ordinances. There are also numerous food vendors in the park and many
restaurants within walking distance. We hope to see you all on Father’s Day Weekend in
June to keep the Blues alive! Jeff Hufnagel, Franklin Blues and Barbecue Festival
Organizational Committee Spokesperson ** Our Mission is to support the development
and appreciation of music, especially the Blues, in Venango County schools. Since 2015,
we have strived to keep the tradition and legacy of Blues Music alive through our annual
community event, Franklin Blues and Barbecue Festival.
*********************************************************************************
The Blues Chronicles will continue in March with Don Luisi and his
Robert Morris University media team. Their featured artist: Miss Freddye
with Greg Castile. Stay tune for updates. This has been a rewarding effort to
document and preserve the Blues in Western PA.
Check the Blues Calendar for a great listing of Blues events…
bswpa.org

9.

BLUES NEWSLETTER

BLUES NEWS THAT YOU CAN USE FROM THE ‘BURGH

A first hand report about a Blues in the Schools visit….
Playing the Music forward…Blues in the Schools.
It was a blustery day in January- a perfect day to stay inside and
curl up with a good book. But Jonnye Weber had asked my
husband, John Dellaera, to serve as a representative of BSWPA at
a Blues in the Schools event that afternoon. Never one to be left
out, I asked if I could tag along. Wow! Am I ever glad I did!!
Tas Cru and His Band of Tortured Souls arrived ready to delight at
Dilworth Traditional Academy in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The show
took place at the end of the school day and the students burst into the
auditorium filled with unleashed energy. Tas immediately engaged
them with the very first words he uttered and the very first notes he
played. Tas and his band held the attention of these elementary aged
students with a wonderfully entertaining combination of fabulous blues
music, great storytelling, thoughtful teaching and just plain fun! Much
to the delight of the faculty and student body, he brought up a few teachers and one
really lucky student to participate in the show. He gifted them with harmonicas to play
along with the band and later take home, creating fans for life.
Backed by Gabe Stillman on guitar, Sonny Rock on drums and Colin Beatty on bass, Tas
had those kids dancing in the aisles and clapping and singing along. The enthusiasm
and sheer joy in that room were palpable. The smiles on those young faces were
priceless.
I am so proud to be a part of the organization that made this event possible, the Blues
Society of Western Pennsylvania. I was really glad that I "tagged along". It fed my soul
and filled my spirit. It was an afternoon that those of us lucky enough to be in
attendance will remember for a long time to come. ~Renee Dellaera
********************************************************************************

Reflections – Bobby Thompson and the Groove, the 2020
BSWPA representative at the International Blues Challenge, shared
the following about his Memphis experience. ‘Memphis was an
amazing experience. We talked with people from around the
world. WE handed out cards to tons of people. CDs were given to
many people in the ‘industry’. We visited Sun Studios and sang
into the mic that Johnny Cash and Elvis sang into. Our stop at
Stax Studio was amazing. We now have a song being played on
Memphis radio by Pittsburgh’s Barbara Blue. We played the
famous Rum Boogie which gave us good vibes for days. We had two great sets and felt
like winners by just being down there. It was definitely an experience that I will never
forget. It has broadened our audience and expanded our reach. Thank you to the
BSWPA and all of the Blues fans who made it possible for Bobby Thompson and the
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Groove to have the opportunity to perform at the 2020 International Blues Challenge.
~Bobby Thompson
********************************************************************************************************************

Reflections: Enclosed are excerpts of Jacquelyn ‘Jacquee’Paul’s
comments on behalf of Super Midnight, the 2020 Blues Youth
Showcase Representative, as told to Scott Tady of the Beaver
County Times. ‘Memphis was a wonderful experience for all of us.
It was really fun having the audience engaged and playing to a
blues loving packed house that really enjoyed listening to us. As a
youth band, we didn’t compete, but there were judges writing
notes for us. I talked to a couple of them after our performance,
and they loved our cool arrangements and our overall sound. One of the judges
thought that we should have competed this year. I was very pleased with our
performance. We attended masterclasses for all of our instruments, and it was cool to
hear other people’s advice for our instruments. Mine was with Janiva Magness, and it
was amazing to talk to her and hear her advice for taking care of your voice. A lot of
classical singers take very adamant care of their voices, but you don’t really hear
much about vocal health from blues, jazz, and pop singers. It is equally as important,
and that was one of Janiva’s strongest points.
We are all very thankful and grateful to the Blues Society of Western Pennsylvania for
this opportunity - in particular Jonnye Weber, Spike Miller, and Laura DiMuzio for
having faith in us and guiding us all the way to Memphis
The whole experience helped us so much. It forced us to get focused on our music and
put together a really good, entertaining 30-minute set that would feature the talent of
each band member. I am so thankful for the band that we have. We have become better
friends from this opportunity. Everyone is so talented and a pleasure to perform with.
Our set included an original song called “Willow” that I wrote with Spencer and the
whole band arranged beautifully. Our showcase at Rum Boogie was received
extremely well and really boosted our spirit. In addition to the music, we also had to
make sure we had all the necessary business tools that a successful band needs - Press
Kit, Bios, Website, and Social Media, that alone was a big job. I’m really glad our
parents stepped up to help with this. It is so much work and so important.’ ~Jacquee
*******************************************************************************
Trivia: Besides the evocative monikers, what do these three modern Blues guitar
players have in common? “Georgia Boy”, “Guitar Junior” and “Houserocker”?
Trivia Answer:
Their given names, they were all named Luther Johnson.
*Luther “Georgia Boy” Johnson (also known as Snake) lived only 41 years but spent his
time with choice musical company (Elmore James and then was in Muddy Waters Band
in the 60s). His birth name was Lucius. *Luther Johnson Jr. went from Mississippi to
Chicago in 1955. After stints with Magic Slim and Bobby Rush, he eventually filled
Muddy Water’s need to have a Luther Johnson in the band in the 70s. *Luther
“Houserocker” Johnson is a versatile performer from Atlanta. He recorded two well
received CDs for Ichiban in the early 90s but has not made a splash since then. And…no,
Muddy Waters never called his number. ~Cary Wolfson
11.
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Blues Society of Western PA
79 Linmar Homes
Aliquippa, PA 15001

Blues Night Out
With the Rhythm Hawks

Show your Blues membership card at the
door for a Blues discount!!!!

Become a Blues member today. Become one
who helps to preserve and promote the Blues
genre of music. bswpa.org

